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Wastewater analysis: a “promising tool”? 

 





Two ways to think 

 

“There are two great views of method in science and social 

science. On the one hand it is usual to say that methods are 

techniques for describing reality. Alternatively, it is possible to 

say that they are practices that do not simply describe 

realities but also tend to enact these into being…  

… The second approach – the idea that methods are 

practices that tend to enact realities as well as describing 

them – treats knowledge practices as more or less 

performance.” 

 

(John Law, 2009) 

  







‘Accurate’ data 

“The National Ice Taskforce found self-report user 

surveys, seizure and arrest data and medical 

statistics provide only a limited picture of drug 

consumption. Consequently, the Taskforce 

recommended that a national wastewater capability 

be established to provide a more accurate and 

comprehensive understanding of drug use in 

Australia” 

(Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission, 2017a, p.1, 

emphasis added) 

 



Caveats!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission, 2017)  



Made to be measurable; made to be knowable 

 



 



Conclusion 

Why is it worthwhile to think in this way?  
 

“One answer is that it opens a political space. It allows 

us to ask about the circumstances and how the real 

might be better enacted. It becomes possible to reflect 

on a politics making a better version of the real – that is 

on an ‘ontological politics’ or an ‘ontopolitics’.”  

(Law, 2009) 

“How do we want to interfere (because interfere we will, 

one way or another)?”  

(Law & Urry, 2004) 
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