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ISSUP Vision

To create a connected, trained, knowledgeable, and effective international network of substance use 
prevention, treatment and recovery support professionals undertaking and promoting high-quality, 
evidence based, and ethical substance use prevention, treatment and recovery support.



Funded by the U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL).

Originated from a group calling for coherence and collaboration 

in the field:

⬡ U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs (INL)

⬡ Colombo Plan - Drug Advisory Programme (DAP) 

⬡ United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

⬡World Health Organization (WHO)

⬡ Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD - OAS)

⬡ Applied Prevention Science International (APSI)

⬡ African Union

⬡ European Drug Monitoring Centre (EMCDDA)

⬡ Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA)



27,564* members
Europe: 1,414 North Africa & Middle East: 830 Southeast Asia: 2,374 The Caribbean: 355

North America: 1,407 Sub-Saharan Africa: 5,683 East Asia: 94 Australia & Oceania: 115

Latin America: 6,384 Central Asia & the Caucuses: 615 South Asia: 5,951 Other / multiple regions: 2,342

*Membership count 18th October 2022



Engaged, effective, ethical, 
trained, qualified workforce

Support

Qualification

Education



How do we work?



Website

• English, Arabic, French, Spanish, Portuguese

• Knowledge Share

• Networks

• Professional Development

• Events and Webinars

• National Chapters

• My ISSUP

• Addictology



https://www.issup.net/training/online-learning-hub



Addictology

⬡ Collaboration with Charles University, Prague

⬡ Promote the transfer of international research into practice

⬡ Encourage inputs that are relevant and accessible to practitioners

⬡ 4 free issues a year

⬡ Encourage contributions from all areas of the field and support to    
contributors



National Chapters 2022

29 established National Chapters

6 National Chapters in progress

42 countries expressed interest

Recent launches: 

The Gambia, Botswana, Uganda



National Chapters & on the ground training

⬡ Training providers of the 
Universal Curriculum 
(Treatment, Prevention and 
Recovery)

⬡ Trained facilitators of an in 
person version of the 
Introduction to Evidence-
Based Prevention course 
delivered by Charles University



The Introduction to Evidence-based Prevention (INEP)

INEP

Solid content for self motivated 
individuals. 

Online learning. 

Introductory concepts for 
understanding prevention.

INEP + Plus 

Opportunity to address, share, 
learn – with others.

Supported by trainers and 
facilitators. 

To encourage understanding and 
meaningful learning plus 
supported implementation



Collaboration and Cooperation for Improved 
Communication and Learning

The development of INEP Plus 
was a result of professional 
willingness to reflect, share, 
and respond to need through 
collaboration and cooperation

Charles University (CUNI) – Michal Miovsky, Roman Galbrhelik, 
Helena Flalova

Rachele Donini – trainer and major work with EUPC and other 
prevention initiatives

EMCDDA feedback – Gregor Burkhart

ISSUP’s National Chapters

Beginning of a shared process 
for review and development 
based on feedback

Refine content

Develop facilitation provision

Identify new needs e.g. new target groups, next steps



INEP Plus – Facilitation

ISSUP offered INEP Plus to trainers of our National Chapters 

Aim: Provide and Promote understanding, sharing, learning and 
reviewing of INEP Content - to promote “new and improved” 
dissemination of INEP and Prevention Science for “beginners”

Outcome: Facilitators who can implement provision in their 
countries to target beginners on the Prevention Ladder



Facilitation

Provided 
virtually

8 weeks x 2+ 
hours with 
homework to 
complete an 
INEP session 
each week

2 courses for 
20 National 
Chapters

Led by 
Rachele 
Donini and 
Jeff Lee



Facilitation

• Trained 40 facilitators from 20 
ISSUP National Chapters to 
provide a facilitator-led version 
of INEP around the world

• Potential to reach 300+ 
“beginners” in prevention

• Feedback for review and 
improvement and development

Phase 1

• Demand from National 
Chapters

• September-December 2022

• Facilitation Course for 13 new 
countries and 26 new 
Facilitators 

Phase 2



2015 Bangkok
2016 Brazil

2017 Cancún

2018 Nairobi
2019 Vienna
2020 Virtual

2021 Virtual
2022 Abu Dhabi

2023 Buenos Aires



⬡Covering a range of topics
⬡Introducing key concepts, skills, 

resources and organisations
⬡Elaborating the evidence base
⬡Learning opportunities, not training
⬡Webinars / lectures series / skills sharing 

/ consultations



In conclusion…

⬡ ISSUP connects members with existing training such as the online 
self-led Universal Curriculm courses

⬡We have a calendar & channels to promote training opportunities

⬡ ISSUP is developing the role of its National Chapters to deliver 
training based upon the needs in each country via the Universal 
Curriculum or INEP Plus

⬡ ISSUP has over 27,000 members around the world in need of 
training, and is well placed to connect them with training 
opportunities

⬡ How can we help?



Keep in touch

Please join and share with your networks

www.issup.net

Facebook.com/issupnet

Twitter - @issupnet

Linkedin – issup

Joanna Travis-Roberts

Chief Executive

joanna.travis@issup.net


