
Proč je důležitá kvalitní rešerše?

• Základní orientace v tématu – zda a v jakém rozsahu 

se na dané téma publikuje, kdo a v rámci kterých oborů 

se jim zabývá a k jakým poznatkům dospěl.

• Cílem je získat co nejvíce prací, které se daným 

tématem zabývají.

• Výsledkem je tzv. „mapa poznání“

• Součást ideového a technického plánu výzkumu

• Významná část designu výzkumné studie – originální 

práce, ale i přehledového článku - systematické review

• Je to tedy systematický postup, zahrnující základní 

principy a současně určitý potenciál variability a 

kreativity dle konkrétního tématu a typu studie. 

Michal Miovský and ICUDDR team

INDRA: dialogues for an international didactic repository for addictions. 
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Does university education and training on addictions 
really represent new opportunity for increasing quality 
of workforce and addiction specific services 
in prevention, treatment and harm reduction? 



• Scientific research is not being translated to the workforce 
and we have a poor dialog between science, practice and 
employers. 

• Addiction remains misunderstood, resulting in non-evidence 
based practices for treatment and prevention

• Failure of non-scientific interventions results in loss of public 
confidence in the field

Conclusion: We need to do a better job of preparing the 
addictions workforce and improve dialog between academic 
sphere, professional societies, workforce and employers. 

A Major Challenge in addiction field



• Addiction Prevention and Treatment is not recognized  
as a unique field; incorporated within other disciplines: 
- Treatment: psychology, psychiatry, public health, 
medicine, social work, nursing
- Prevention: psychology, public health, sociology, 

communications, education, communication
• Tangential and fragmented focus; multidisciplinary 

specialization is lacking
• A University consortium needed to shape the discipline 

and advocate for formal academic training programs        
in addiction studies in order to produce a new 
generation of addiction professionals

The Global Context



Addiction specialty institutional infrastructure

(Miovský et al., 2019) 



Addiction specific infrastruture - for more details:

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michal-Miovsky



II. The emergence of academic education on addictions 

University academic degree programs with special focus on 

addictions are a consequence of the infrastructure building 

process. 

This phenomenon meets different needs of the addiction  

field (prevention, treatment and harm reduction services) 

as well as the academic field (e.g. public health, specific 

interdisciplinary based addiction research etc.). 



First wave of addiction specific university 

education programmes 

• Some programmes have a tradition longer than 40 years and 

are a traditional part of addiction education (e.g. the MSc. in 

Scotland, MA in Barcelona etc.).

• Some programmes have only a theoretical profile (no clinical 

training/practice), e.g. the MSc. in Liverpool (on JMU).

• Some programmes are delivered in national languages, some 

are in English for international students (King’s College, WCU 

and New Zealand – joint degree).

• Some programmes use “internal” (voluntarily-based) licensing 

of graduates for clinical work (in the UK).

• Some programmes have a real licensing system regulated by 

national legislation (e.g. the Czechia) with well defined 

position/competencies of graduates on labour market. 



The oldest European academic education program

on Trinity College in Dublin (est. 1983) 



• What exactly represents addictions specific academic 

education and training programs? 

• How many? 

• Where? 

• What is the content and focus?

• Clinical/theoretical oriented?

Global mapping survey:

• 2013-2014: preparatory phase (tool and procedure)

• 2015-2016: Conducting Google Survey leaded by dr.

Pavlovska/Lososova

• 2017-2022: analysing and publishing work 

Phase I: Mapping period



Addiction education on Universities:

first simple sorting system

• specialized training and education programs as a separate 

component of existing undergraduate, graduate, or postgraduate 

programs in different disciplines (typically psychology, medicine, 

social work, nursing, etc.) such as, e.g., specialized courses, training 

modules, study visits, e-learning lessons, etc.;

• summer or winter schools specializing in addiction and 

dedicated to different kinds of target groups and topics (public 

health, mental health, risk reduction management, clinical or 

academic training, etc.); 

• comprehensive academic degree programs that focus on 

addictions at the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels and similar 

programs specifically dedicated to addictions;  

• any kind of lifelong education training and education activities

for substance use professionals and/or for different kinds of health or 

social work professionals (e.g., motivational interviewing, etc.).  



Google university survey in EU

• AIMS:  The aim of the study was to map addiction (-specific) 

study programmes in Europe.

• METHODS: An international internet search of university 

study programmes in the world was conducted during the 

period January-July 2015, with the main focus on Europe 

and North America.

• FINDINGS:  A total of 34 university study programmes        

in Europe were found in the tracking period.  They were 

located at 24 different universities, and operated at all    

levels (bachelor’s, master’s, and PHD). 

• Keywords: drug and alcohol studies,  addiction studies, addiction counselling 



University survey in Europe - B



University survey: preliminary results 4



A/ European Survey: for more details



B/ USA/Canada Survey: for more details



C/ African Survey: for more details



III. ICUDDR: 

international platform for academic institutions                 

on addictions 

…hundreds well-managed, highly specialised academic 

programs around the world is not a simple coincidence…



Milestone in 2016: establishing 

platform for academic institutions 



• Network Development: Establish a network of 

universities with academic programs in addiction 

studies

• Education: Engage students in addiction studies 

programs and continuing education

• Research: Advance research in addiction 

prevention and treatment

Goals of ICUDDR - A



• Community Outreach: Enhance university 

partnerships with addiction professionals, and 

research and practice communities

• Advocacy

- Within universities to develop academic

programs in addiction studies

- Policy change to support academic programs

and enhancement of addiction services

- Guidelines and standards for academic                              

programs in addiction studies

Goals of ICUDDR – B 



First international curricula UTC/UPC/URC



Global Institutional Membership

306 Current members 
(academic institutions)

from 48 Countries

ICUDDR Membership



First join projects and activities…

Collaboration ISSUP and ICUDDR

• We have a join publishing space and Journal where is possible to 

publish our outputs and share information (Addictology Journal) 

available at https://www.addictology.cz.

https://www.addictology.cz/


Implementation support….. 



IV. ICUDDR within the COVID times: 

…time for reflection, time to change… 

Quality

Communication and Advocacy

Real Impact on Practice 



Typology 

Broader reflection: Special Issue of Addictology 

Journal (4/2021 + 1/2022)







• Establishing an international group together with our 

international partners – focus on quality and standards…

• Collaboration with European wide project Wave (June 2022)

• Specific searching of competency models (SAHMSA, 

NASAC, ASAM/ISAM, APA etc. (on-going task).

• First conducted and published studies focus on competency 

models (e.g. Vondrova et al., 2020).

• Planning an systematic project based on international 

network under ICUDDR platform: project based on 

“Champions Forum” represented by leading providers with 

longer tradition and sustainable programs (2022-2023).

• Collaboration with University of Connecticut: UCONN 

Graduate Certificate in ATOD Research on Addiction

Quality, Quality standards and 

competency models



Summary:

• The emerging process of establishing academic addiction 

specialty programs has a huge potential for the future quality of 

workforce in addiction services. 

• We can recognize many original curricula but with very clear and 

similar focuses/topics/subjects.

• There is a rapidly growing international network sharing curricula 

and supporting implementation praxis based on open-access 

principles.

• Quality, quality standards and competency models became 

a critical issue and movement forward is represented by 

international network and standard academic collaboration.   

• The most challenging issue is establishing a new and unique 

professional group as a separate profession and field with 

national models that include legislative background, links to 

insurance companies, etc.  
6-pro-22



Thank you for 

your attention

www.icuddr.com

70 years anniversary 
1948 - 2018


