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MAPPING CANNABIS SOCIAL 
CLUBS IN EUROPE

Repertoire of action N=81 %

Cannabis consumption on premises and 

cultivation and distribution
61 75%

Shared information materials 74 91%

Held informative events including debates, 

lectures and/or workshops
64 79%

Organised entertainment events (e.g. a 

comedy night, musical activities, art 

exhibitions or competitions 

54 67%

Notified, lobbied and informed key 

stakeholders
51 63%

Protests, demonstrations, collaborations 

among CSCs and with other activists
45 56%

Pardal, M., Decorte, T., Bone, M., Parés, Ò., Johansson, J. (2020) ‘Mapping Cannabis 

Social Clubs in Europe’ The European Journal of Criminology. 



METHODS

• 30 item online survey completed by 81 CSCs across 13 European countries

• Mixture of recruitment strategies  

• 19 closed and 11 open ended questions



THE IDEOLOGY, MOTIVATIONS AND VISIONS OF THE 
EUROPEAN CLUBS 

“The main problem was the commercial spirit

that some original members wanted to impress

upon the society, unlike the rest, so their

memberships were rejected and they founded

another club” (CSC17)

CSC43 and CSC71 formed the clubs “in

defence of our rights” and “to promote

civil disobedience”

CSC64 considers the “final victory” to

be “free planting and self supply”

“The fact that we wanted regulation is

the only fact that prompted us to create

the club...It is a form of active protest, in

defiance of existing legislation, in a

peaceful manner” CSC17

“We fundraise for new micro medical

clubs and help them with admin set up”

CSC61



DOMESTIC CSC 
COLLABORATIONS

With CSCs in same country N Yes % No % No answer %

CSCs in Spain 43 33 76.7 9 20.9 1 2.3

CSCs in the UK 17 15 88.2 1 5.9 1 5.9

CSCs elsewhere in Europe 21 13 61.9 5 23.8 3 14.3

Total sample 81 61 75.3 15 18.5 5 6.2

Table 2.1 Contacts with other CSCs (in the same country)

“We have a very good relationship with the

clubs that are members of the Federation to

which we belong” CSC8

“We had contact with all clubs in Belgium in

the past, today still with a few. We are focusing

on our own club. Activists tend to start

fighting among each other, we had enough of

this” CSC70

“We have experienced conflicts, mainly due to

a female running the club and male ego’s

rising” CSC50

CSC Federation = a 

supraoraganisation 

representing a group 

of CSCs (Jansseune et 

al., 2019)



TRANSNATIONAL CSC COLLABORATIONS

It would be desirable to

network real European

cooperation & work together

on its goals. After all, most of

them are in the EU.

Unfortunately, ENCOD does

not really help in [anonymised

country] either. A legal ring

backed by lawyers would

certainly speed things up

positively”

With CSCs in other countries N Yes % No % No answer %

CSCs in Spain 43 5 11.6 34 79.1 4 9.3

CSCs in the UK 17 7 41.2 7 41.2 3 17.6

CSCs elsewhere in Europe 21 10 47.6 11 52.4 - -

Total sample 81 22 27.2 52 64.2 7 8.6

Table 2.1 Contacts with other CSCs (in other countries)



THE RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES, THE 
POLICE & THE JUDICIARY

• Adverse/ non adverse contact with the CJS

• Administrative incidents

• Cooperation with the authorities  

• Protection between clubs from

criminalisation:

“On one occasion we were given a package

of marijuana for the Copa. We had an oral

hearing and they filed 25g of weed. It was

stated that it was a consignment for self-

consumption by members of another

association who did not want to fly with

cannabis according to lawyers of both

associations” (CSC 16)

Incidents with police &

judiciary

N Yes % No % No 

answer

%

CSCs in Spain 43 18 41.9 25 58.1 - -

CSCs in the UK 17 - - 16 94.1 1 5.9

CSCs elsewhere in

Europe

21 10 47.6 11 52.4 - -

Total sample 81 28 34.6 52 64.2 1 1.2



THE RELATIONSHIP WITH PROFESSIONALS & 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Collaboration with professionals and 

professional services

N Yes % No % No 

answer

%

CSCs in Spain 43 35 81.4 6 13.9 2 4.6

CSCs in the UK 17 9 52.9 7 41.2 1 5.9

CSCs elsewhere in Europe 21 13 61.9 8 38.1 - -

Total sample 81 57 70.4 21 25.9 3 3.7

“We collaborate with Energy Control.

We receive charts and presentations on

risk prevention. We also take samples of

cannabis for analysis and supervision

purposes” (CSC32)



THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MEDIA

Engagement v non engagement with the media:

“We try to use the media as much as possible. 20

articles per year” (CSC69)

“No, we have never tried to gain any attention, our

prerogative is to help patients get the access they need. ”

Negative media experiences:

The media “manipulated statements” (CSC 64) 

The media is “looking for sensation” (CSC70)

Positive media experiences:

“to normalize the situation of the

association” (CSC25)

“to shake off the stigma suffered by

cannabis users” (CSC6)

“Information given by the police was

false, we had to correct and thanks to

the media, which publicized our

counter information” (CSC41).



DISCUSSION AND 
CONCLUSIONS

European CSCs: connected domestically with 
fewer transnational ties

The broader network of relationships: 
collaborations & conflicts with other stakeholders

The ideologies of the European CSCs

Limitations and directions for future research...
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