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Rationale

● Substance use and addictive disorders are global phenomena

● Multi-faceted and dynamic spatio-temporal trajectories; highly 

sensitive to wider systemic changes

● Gaps in the international data

● COVID-19 pandemic; the world on red alert!



The 2020 Global Survey: ISAMs’ rapid response

● Rapid formation of a working group in the early days of pandemic

● Recruitment of 177 experts in addiction sciences from 77 countries

● Demonstrating the impact of the pandemic on:

○ SUD treatment and harm reduction services

○ Supply of illicit substances and alcohol

○ Demand for illicit substances and alcohol

Farhoudian, Ali, et al. "A global survey on changes in the supply, price, and use of illicit drugs and alcohol, and related complications during the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic."

Radfar, Seyed Ramin, et al. "Reorganization of substance use treatment and harm reduction services during the COVID-19 pandemic: a global survey."
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Figure 2. Changes in alcohol and drug use during the COVID-19 pandemic 
reported by 177 respondents from 77 countries globally.

Figure 4. Effects of COVID-19 on substance use treatment and/or harm reduction 
services for vulnerable groups.

Figure 6. Flexibility of health responses 
for people with substance use disorders 
in response to the pandemic in different 
domains based on the income levels of 

the countries



Rising to the Challenge: 
ISAM’s Proactive and 
Comprehensive 
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Similar efforts



1. Expert-based network using expert elicitation methods 
2. Expert grass root recruitment from frontline addiction treatment 

practitioners (in different levels of individuals, societies and 
treatment centers)

3. Open platform both for experts and investigators to bring in 
proposals

Unique features ISAM-GEN



Rising to the Challenge: 
ISAM’s Proactive and 
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ISAM-GEN Development - What?

The ISAM-GEN will address an open list of important global questions 

based on expert consensus. These may include:

● Drug demand (prevalence of substance use and use disorder, patterns of 

use, etc.) and supply (availability, accessibility, purity, price, amount, etc.)

● Drug-related harms (health, social, legal and economic)

● Policymaking priorities and attitudes

● Health services (mental and physical) for addictive disorders (availability, 

access, affordability, appropriateness)
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ISAM-GEN Development - How?

● Establishing and revising clinical categories and definitions, relevant 

outcome criteria, and decision making algorithms

● Developing consensus statements and harmonized guidelines for 

clinical and public health interventions and best practices for addictive 

disorders 

● Identifying important trends and changes in addiction medicine as 

perceived by addiction medicine professionals

● Knowledge, Attitude and Practices (KAP) studies among addiction 

medicine professionals and evaluation of educational needs
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ISAM-GEN Development - How?

● Forecasting studies on the future of substance use disorder and 

behavioural addictions and relevant services/policies (e.g., harm 

reduction, decriminalization, or legalization)

● Rapid assessments for emerging crises, e.g., pandemics, new 

substances, rapid changes in drug supply, new addictive behaviors, 

disasters and forcibly displaced populations

● Collaborative partnership with other expert networks in dual mental 

and physical diagnosis (e.g., SUD in CVD, pregnancy, child and 

adolescents, elderly, oro-dental health, and etc.)    
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Formation and Structure of the ISAM-GEN
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Expert recruitment  (eligibility criteria) 

32Formation and Structure of the ISAM-GEN

In general, ISAM-GEN members must either meet at least one of the five following criteria to

be included:

1. Being a clinical practitioner who has provided services to over 100 patients with
substance use disorder in the last 3 years prior to evaluation OR

2. Chairing, co-chairing or vice-chairing an academic or research department/institution
related to mental health, public health, or addiction in a country/state OR

3. Chairing, co-chairing or vice-chairing a WHO-collaborating center or WHO-affiliated
office at the global or regional level OR

4. Having a vote/voice in decisions regarding policy making for substance use disorders at
the national/state level OR

5. Having more than 10 relevant publications in the last 5 years in relevant areas AND an
H-index above 10
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Levels of 
involvement 
within ISAM-GEN

Vestibulum 

congue 

Vestibulum 

congue 

Vestibulum congue 

Treatment 

centers
Societies and 

Associations

Individual 

Experts
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Project Development & Implementation ISAM-GEN Products

Formation and Structure of the ISAM-GEN
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What else we have done till 
now?









The Pilot Study - Global Survey 
on Treatment Service Provision 
for Opioid Use Disorder



Designing the pilot survey in two distinct phases



Global Survey on 
Treatment Service 
Provision for Opioid 
Use Disorder - First 
Phase

Outline:

1. Demographic questions

2. Prevalence of opioid use

3. Opioid use disorder treatment

4. Opioid use harm reduction

5. Survey contribution





How to contribute?









Thanks for your attention!

Inquiries: isamgen@isamweb.org

Email: rshkhojasteh@gmail.com
Twitter: @ArashKhojastehZ

Nov 24, 2022

mailto:isamgen@isamweb.org
mailto:rshkhojasteh@gmail.com

