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Euro-DEN: The European Drug Emergencies Network

▪ Limited systematic data on acute drug toxicity 

– Acute drug toxicity is not an EMCDDA key indicator 

– Key public health gap in the understanding of the                                                                           

public health impact of drug use

▪ Euro-DEN: formed in 2013

– Sentinel centre model: Emergency Departments (EDs) with clinical 

toxicology expertise

– Systematic and structured data on acute drug / NPS toxicity 

presentations to European EDs



Euro-DEN: The European Drug Emergencies Network

▪ Data collection on all ED presentations with acute recreational drug toxicity

- Clinical features consistent with acute drug / NPS toxicity or acute toxicity 

related to prescription medicine misuse

▪ Euro-DEN minimum dataset (54 parameters) collected from clinical notes

– Entered onto Excel spreadsheet and data returned to London for collation

– In process of upgrading to REDCap

▪ Drug(s) involved: patient self-report with clinical interpretation

– Drug screening data (~20% cases), only when undertaken as part of 

routine clinical care 



Euro-DEN Plus

▪ Continued expansion of the network

– 29 active sentinel centres, 24 countries

▪ Data on ~ 8,300 presentations per year,            

> 68,000 in total

▪ Pilot data collection in European 

Neighbourhood and Pre-Accession 

countries: EU4MD/IPA7 projects



Euro-DEN Plus Outputs

▪ European Policy and Monitoring:

– European Drug Report since 2015

– EMCDDA outputs e.g. trendspotters, technical reports

– EMCDDA website open access for key data

- Interactive maps, 6 monthly data updates

- Will be live in next few weeks 

▪ Academic: 

– 23 peer-reviewed papers 2013 to date



Euro-DEN Plus: EMCDDA Website Interactive Maps

Location and Information on Sentinel Centres



Euro-DEN Plus: EMCDDA Website Interactive Maps

Number of presentations and drugs involved



Euro-DEN Plus: EMCDDA Website Interactive Maps
2021: proportion of presentations 

with cocaine

2021: proportion of presentations 
with methamphetamine



23 Peer-Reviewed Papers 2013-2022: 

▪ Methodology, Coding

▪ Self-report vs Toxicology Screening

▪ Demographics

▪ Case series and drug classes: 

- GHB, MDMA, cocaine cannabis, tramadol

- Ethanol as co-ingestant

- Benzodiazepines / pregabalin with heroin

▪ Clinical features

- Psychosis, seizures, rhabdomyolysis




